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1. Wandle Valley Forum provides support and an independent voice for 150 community 
groups & voluntary organisations and for everyone who shares a passion for the Wandle.  A 
large number of our supporters are based in Sutton and we welcome this opportunity to 
shape the development plan policies for the Borough.   
 
2. Sutton includes an important part of the Wandle Valley Regional Park with both 
branches of the River Wandle, including a source.  The Wandle Valley is an essential 
environmental and heritage asset for the Borough which also brings economic and leisure 
benefits. It is also a “strategic location” in the Mayor’s new Clean and Healthy Waterways 
Plan.  
 
3. We have established our priorities for the Wandle Valley in the Wandle Valley Forum 
Charter – this is grounded in the views of community groups, voluntary organisations and 
local businesses that support us.  It sets out a number of issues to be addressed through 
development plans in the Wandle Valley.   
 
Overall approach 
4. We welcome recognition of the Wandle in the Plan’s Vision (including the successful 
restoration of Beddington Farmlands).  We believe realising the opportunity of the Wandle as 
described in the Vision alongside the need to enhance and improve access to both green 
spaces and biodiversity should also be explicitly recognised as either an additional “Key 
Challenge” or an addition to Key Challenge 2.  We welcome inclusion of the role of the 
Wandle within the Local Plan Objectives.  The inclusion of Policy 10 Wandle Valley Strategy 
is very welcome and reflects its strategic significance, which is recognised by the Mayor in 
the new London Plan and Clean and Healthy Waterways Plan.   
 
5. The Local Plan’s overall approach should also be more clearly informed by the 
ambitions of existing and future neighbourhood plans in Sutton, especially in relation to the 
future of Hackbridge and Beddington Corner where a made neighbourhood plan has 
established an agreed community-led approach.  We do not support intensification at 
Hackbridge which results in significant visual and other intrusion across Beddington 
Farmlands and adjacent green space.   
 
Policy 10 - Wandle Valley Area Strategy 
6. We warmly welcome recognition of the importance of the Wandle Valley as a distinct 
Policy in the Local Plan. The environmental, social and economic benefits of the Wandle 
Valley also need to feature much more widely in other policies in the revised Plan.  This 
would contribute to the ambition of the Mayor’s Clean and Healthy Waterways Plan to 
“embed waterways in planning policy”.   
 

http://www.wandlevalleyforum.org.uk/uploads/5/8/4/3/58438085/wandle_valley_forum_charter_-__compressed.pdf
http://www.wandlevalleyforum.org.uk/uploads/5/8/4/3/58438085/wandle_valley_forum_charter_-__compressed.pdf


 

 

7. We believe the Policy 10 Wandle Valley Area Strategy can be improved by: 
 

• Recognising the London-wide significance of the Wandle Valley, as indicated by its 
inclusion as one of a small number of Environment Opportunity Areas in the new 
London Plan (Figure 5.1) and as a “strategic location” in the Mayor’s Clean and 
Healthy Waterways Plan 

• Providing clear and consistent policies for all development immediately adjacent to 
the River Wandle to recognise its natural and historic significance, respect its 
character and promote high quality design appropriate access – this should feature 
both as a Wandle-wide policy and in relation to all relevant site allocations and it 
should be part of a shared approach to development adjacent to the river adopted by 
other boroughs to ensure consistency and coherence along the full length of the 
river. The Statement of Consultation says “Further consideration will be given to the 
need for additional requirements for developments near or affecting the Wandle to 
ensure a positive contribution to the Wandle Valley Area Strategy aim” but it is not 
apparent what changes have been made 

• Extending the approach to Beddington Farmlands to embrace the immense area of 
open land around it stretching from Beddington Park to Mitcham Common and 
including both the intended Beddington Farmlands nature reserve and land west of 
the railway (see Beddington Farmlands Plus image). This 450 hectare network of 
former gravel workings, landfill, woodland, deer park, ponds and heath has been 
fragmented and poorly managed for too long and too much is closed to the public.  It 
has London-wide significance and is the single largest environmental and wildlife 
opportunity in Sutton, if not the whole of London.  The area needs a coherent plan, 
co-ordinated management, major investment and fresh governance.  Delivery of the 
commitments on Beddington Farmlands is only one contributor to this wider ambition 
and “Beddington Farmlands Plus” should be a centrepiece of the revised Local Plan.  
A distinct and comprehensive policy framework which establishes the ambition and 
secures appropriate investment through development in the area is needed. This 
includes: 
o Recognising the ambition for “Beddington Farmlands Plus” in the Local Plan’s 

Vision and Objectives  
o Identifying “Beddington Farmlands Plus” in the Key Diagram (to include 

Beddington Farmlands, Mill Green, Beddington Park and the open space west of 
the railway line and north of BedZED, and indicating where it crosses borough 
boundaries into Croydon and Merton – as presented Beddington Farmlands 
needs to be shown as an inset within this wider area). 

o Including an enabling policy for delivery of “Beddington Farmlands Plus” 
o Identifying achievement of “Beddington Farmlands Plus” as a priority for strategic 

use of the community infrastructure levy and s106 obligations, as appropriate 
o Addressing the opportunity to deliver “Beddington Farmlands Plus” as part of any 

decisions over the future of Metropolitan Open Land adjacent to Beddington 
Lane, ensuring the exceptional circumstances needed to secure any 
development results in an overall net gain in open space and wildlife 

o Establishing public access to the whole area of “Beddington Farmlands Plus” as 
a Plan objective, subject to necessary safeguards for wildlife 

o Identifying Hackbridge as a focus for future visitor infrastructure related to 
increased public access to the area of “Beddington Farmlands Plus” – its role as 
a “gateway” should be explicitly recognised 

o Being more specific and intentional about the need for a permanently open 
east/west route for walking and cycling linking Hackbridge to Beddington Lane in 
Policy 10(d)  

o Providing a target date in Policy 10(d) for reinstating access across the railway 
north of Hackbridge station – this is an essential part of the basic infrastructure 
required for the delivering of the potential for Beddington Farmlands and 
“Beddington Farmlands Plus” 



 

 

o Including commitments to collaboration and co-operation with neighbouring 
Boroughs in the delivery of “Beddington Farmlands Plus” 

 

                
Figure – Beddington Farmlands Plus 

 

• Making provision for the Community Infrastructure Levy to be pooled with other 
boroughs in a Wandle Fund, including for delivery of Beddington Farmlands Plus 

• Recognising and protecting the Wandle Vistas that have been identified in the 
Borough at Ruffett & Big Wood and Beddington Farmlands as recognised in the RTPI 
award winning research 

• Giving greater emphasis to the Wandle Trail by including it as a separate heading 
within Policy 10 and including it on the Plan’s Key Diagram.  Policy 10 should 
explicitly: 

o Protect the existing route of the Wandle Trail 
o Promote a coherent approach to signage and management of the Wandle 

Trail in collaboration with other boroughs 
o Support adoption of an approach based on the Canal & River Trust Towpath 

Code to manage conflict between pedestrians and cyclists where new 
development impacts on the Wandle Trail 

o Support new routes along and across the Wandle which increase the quality 
and quantity of public access to the river and its associated green corridor 
The Statement of Consultation says “Site allocations near the Wandle trail 
may include criteria to support its enhancement” but these are not apparent 

• Recognising the role of the Wandle and its associated green spaces in providing a 
“cool zone” running through the Borough, the importance of which is acknowledged 
in Policy 37 – the Statement of Consultation says “The Council will ensure the 
important role of the River Wandle for urban cooling and connected green/blue 
spaces is highlighted in the Regulation 19 version of Policy 35” but there is no 
reference to the Wandle in the relevant policy (now Policy 37) 

• Recognising Wandle Valley Forum as a key partner in Policy 10(i) not least as this 
would be consistent with recognising our role in Policy 10(d).  The Statement of 

https://wandlevalleypark.co.uk/projects/wandle-vistas/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/support-us/our-campaigns/stay-kind-slow-down/our-towpath-code
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/support-us/our-campaigns/stay-kind-slow-down/our-towpath-code


 

 

Consultation says that “Additional wording was added to para 11.6 to identify the 
Wandle Valley Forum as a key stakeholder supporting the Wandle Valley Area 
Strategy” but this does not appear in the latest draft Local Plan 

• Making more of the Wandle Valley’s rich industrial tradition in supporting economic 
activity in Policy 10(c).  The Wandle Valley provides local business with a strong 
identity that creates jobs and brings prosperity.  Already it is estimated around one 
fifth of London’s manufacturing employment is located within the Wandle Valley 
Regional Park and there are extensive industrial estates throughout its length.  New 
creative and technology industries are also finding a home in the Wandle Valley.  
Today’s businesses and entrepreneurs can all benefit from being located in a higher 
quality environment and better connected to the Wandle Valley and its story and this 
should be identified in the Plan and nurtured.  The existing Business Improvement 
Districts, such as in Beddington, have a vital role to play, especially in upgrading 
industrial estates with the support of enabling development plan policies.  The Plan 
should support a virtuous circle of environmental investment and business benefit by 
ensuring new development contributes to strengthening the environmental quality, 
cultural vitality and economic health of the Wandle Valley.  This in turn will attract 
more visitors, expand the range of customers and make Wandle Valley businesses 
attractive places to work. The Plan should identify improving the environmental 
quality of the area’s industrial estates as an objective and support it through a much 
more intentional enabling policy and through all relevant site allocations 

• Addressing the drafting error in the second bullet of Policy 10(c) and in the third bullet 
of 10(f) 

 
Strategic Policy 5  
8. We welcome recognition of the ambitions of the Wandle Catchment Plan for de-
culverting and naturalisation of the river within the Plan’s policies.  A number of the 
structures along the river are of historic significance and we ask that the Plan ensures full 
consideration is given to this in Strategic Policy 5 and Policy 33.  The Statement of 
Consultation says that “The Council will liaise with the Wandle Valley Forum to identify 
structures of historic significance along the river and consider additional policy protection for 
the next version of the Local Plan” – this has yet to occur and no additional policy protection 
has been provided. 
 
Policy 31 - Tall Buildings  
9. This should explicitly address the need for proposals to avoid harmful impacts on the 
Wandle Valley. 
 
Policy 34 – Metropolitan Open Land  
10. We support proposals to extend Metropolitan Open Land designations to Carshalton 
Park and Queen Elizabeth Walk.  These contribute significantly to the network of green 
spaces in the Wandle Valley.  We also support the addition of land along the Wandle in the 
east part of Beddington Park, north part of Grove Park and on the north side of Poulter Park. 
 
Policy 33 – Heritage  
11. This Policy takes a narrow view to recognising the contribution of the historic 
environment, focused solely on designated and non-designated heritage assets.  This fails to 
address the wider heritage contribution of the townscape and landscape where the Wandle 
Valley is  major contributor.  We also believe the Wandle Valley as a whole should be 
recognised as a heritage asset given the significance of its overall story as well as the 
importance of individual heritage buildings and structures within it.  This would be consistent 
with the approach across much of neighbouring Merton where the Wandle Valley is a 
designated Conservation Area. 
 
 
 



 

 

Policy 48 – Light pollution  
12. While broadly supporting the approach we identify particular challenges with 
protecting the dark sky corridor provided by the Wandle as a result of adjacent development 
and investment in lighting to support cycle routes.  The impact of Quietway investment in 
Merton has had a damaging impact in terms of light pollution that should be prevented by the 
revised Local Plan policy in Sutton.  We would support an approach which explicitly identifies 
areas valued for the absence of light pollution and this should include the dark corridor along 
the Wandle. The Statement of Consultation says “The Regulation 19 version of the Local 
Plan will further consider how promoting active and sustainable travel (e.g., cycling) can be 
balanced with avoiding light pollution and protecting the dark sky corridor along the River 
Wandle” but it is not apparent what changes have been made. 
 
Site Allocations SB22 Land at Jessops Way, SB23 Land west of Beddington Lane  
13. These site allocations should require development to make a major contribution to 
the delivery of “Beddington Farmlands Plus”.  As drafted the focus is on mitigation rather 
than the opportunities to make a positive contribution.  It is unclear whether the duplicate site 
allocation SB2 in the Figure on page 271 relates to any site allocation on the ground. 
 
14. We look forward to being kept involved in the Plan’s progress and contributing 
further. 


