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1. Wandle Valley Forum is a volunteer-run group that provides support and an
independent voice for over 150 community groups, voluntary organisations and
some local businesses and for everyone who shares a passion for the Wandle.

2. We welcome the draft Walking and Cycling Strategy as an opportunity for
bringing a coherent approach to active travel opportunities and prioritising
investment and improvements.

3. Our primary interest relates to the Wandle Trail. This provides the premier off
road route for both cyclists and pedestrians through the borough. The Wandle
Valley Forum Charter identifies a priority to “provide public access for all along the
river without urbanising the landscape or putting wildlife at risk”. We support
investment which will improve the experience of using the Wandle Trail for all users
and both manage and reduce conflict between different users. This requires
sensitivity to the different character of the Wandle along its length and a rounded
approach which does not bias the enjoyment or use of the Wandle Trail to people
using any particular mode of transport. We ask that this be established as the
ambition for the Walking and Cycling Strategy.

4. We question the claim that the Wandle Trail has been “significantly improved’
as a result of recent investment. The changes which have widened the route,
smoothed the surface and provided lighting have had a mixed impact. The
“Quietways” investment was problematic for being undertaken without sufficient prior
assessment of its visual and wildlife impact. It introduced more than 60 4m lighting
columns and more than 50 illuminated bollards into a stretch of the river that offers
the rare opportunity to escape and relax in a tranquil green corridor devoid of any
signs, railings, posts or other urban paraphernalia and clutter. One third of the
columns were introduced into the precious stretch of the Wandle south of Trewint
Street bridge that previously benefited from a complete absence of signs, poles and
clutter. Over 20 bollards were introduced into the very short stretch of the route
across Wandle Meadow, completely changing its character. We have also had
feedback that the changes have increased average cycling speeds and exacerbated
conflicts with other, more vulnerable, users of the Wandle Trail.

5. A key measure of success of the new Strategy will be the avoidance of similar
problems in future.
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6. The Strategy also needs to show leadership and encourage consistency in
the design of the Wandle Trail so there is a coherent user experience along its route
through four boroughs. This includes a common approach to waymarking,
prioritising vulnerable users and addressing barriers, most notably the Missing Link
under the main railway bridge at Earlsfield.

7. This can be achieved by:

e Adopting common design guidelines for the Wandle Trail across the four
riparian boroughs
e Introducing an approach to managing users akin to the Canal and River Trust
Towpath Code that promotes thoughtful sharing of space and explicitly
prioritises pedestrians
e Introducing design requirements for
o using a surface finish that reduces cycle speeds and makes a noise to
alert other users
o entrance gates and chicanes that slow cyclists and bar access by
motorbikes

8. We warmly welcome the commitment to “progressing the Wandle Trail
‘missing link’ project to enable the Trail to bypass Earlsfield Town Centre”. This is a
longstanding priority and our petition supporting action remains live and has over
3,400 signatures.

9. Fixing the Missing Link should be a short term project delivered in under two
years. We can see no reason why the Strategy puts its delivery beyond this time
frame. A feasibility study has already been undertaken by Merton Council
demonstrating both a preferred option and support from key organisations like
Network Rail and Environment Agency. It already has explicit support as a "priority
project" in both Merton and Wandsworth's Local Plans and Infrastructure Delivery
Plans. There is also funding available through CIL receipts from nearby
development and sources such as the Mayor’s Delivering a Greener and More
Climate-Resilient London programme. We have flagged this latest opportunity with
councillors. Speed of delivery is a key test as to whether the Strategy remains an
ambition or whether it can make a difference in catalysing delivery.
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